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CHURCH BELL RINGERS

WELCOME

OPENING HYMN

PRAYERS
All
Lord, direct our thoughts, teach us to pray, 


lift our hearts to worship you in spirit and in truth, 


through Jesus Christ, Amen.

or


We have gathered together as bell ringers within the family of God and have come to offer Him praise and thanksgiving, 


to hear and receive His holy word, 


to bring before Him the needs of the world, 


to ask His forgiveness of our sins and to seek His grace; 


that through His Son Jesus Christ 


we may give ourselves to His service; 


by our ringing and throughout our daily lives. Amen.

Then Priest and People say together

THE CONFESSION
ALMIGHTY GOD, our heavenly Father, 

we have sinned against you and against our neighbours, 

in thought, and word, and deed, 

through negligence, through weakness, 

through our own deliberate fault. 

We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins. 

For the sake of Jesus Christ who died for us, 

forgive us all that is past; 

and grant that we may serve you in newness of life; 

to the glory of your name, Amen.

or

Lord God, our maker and our redeemer, this is your world and we are your people; come among us and save us.

Where we have wilfully misused your gifts of creation; 


Be merciful, Lord:

All 
Forgive us and help us.

Where we have seen the ill-treatment of others and not gone to their aid;


Be merciful, Lord:

All 
Forgive us and help us.

Where we have condoned the lie in our society, and failed to achieve justice or compassion;


Be merciful, Lord:

All 
Forgive us and help us.

Where we have heard for ourselves the good news of Christ, but have not shared it with our generation nor taught it to our children;


Be merciful, Lord:

All 
Forgive us and help us.

Where we have not loved you with all our heart, nor our neighbours as ourselves;


Be merciful, Lord:

All 
Forgive us and help us.

O God, forgive us for our lack of love, and in your mercy make us what you would have us be, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Priest says

THE ABSOLUTION

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, 

have mercy upon us, pardon and deliver us from all our sins, 

confirm and strengthen us in life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE LORD'S PRAYER

OUR FATHER in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.

ACCLAMATIONS


O Lord, open our lips:

All
And our mouths shall proclaim your praise. 


Let us worship the Lord:

All 
All praise to his name. 

All
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, is now and shall be for ever, Amen.

HYMN, PSALM or CANTICLE

The congregation sits

THE BIBLE READING

THE ADDRESS

The congregation stands

Then Priest and People say together

THE APOSTLES' CREED

I BELIEVE in God, the Father Almighty, 

Creator of Heaven and earth

I believe in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, 

who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and was born of the Virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Holy Catholic Church, 

the Communion of Saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.

HYMN, PSALM or CANTICLE

THE PRAYERS
(These may include all or some of the following)

Let us pray for the work of our Bell Ringers Guild, its Officers and Branches:

We give thanks for our Guild and for the enjoyment we gain from ringing. Bless the Officers of the Guild, the Officers of this Branch and our local Tower Captains in the work they do on our behalf:


Lord in your mercy:

All 
Hear our prayer.

Let us pray for all who are called to our churches by the sound of the bells; that in the services of the church they may praise God with joy for all His goodness and show forth His praise in their lives:


Lord in your mercy:

All 
Hear our prayer.

Let us pray for all people in special need; those known to us and those who will hear us as we ring. May the sound of the bells remind them of your great love and care for them:


Lord in your mercy:

All 
Hear our prayer.

Let us pray for ourselves and for those with whom we ring; we pray that in each tower and throughout the Branch/Guild, those who ring may be joined together in fellowship and peace. May we serve God through our ringing and bear witness to Him in the rest of our lives:


Lord in your mercy:

All 
Hear our prayer.

Eternal God and Father, you create us by your power and redeem us by your love; guide and strengthen us by your spirit that we may give ourselves in love and service to one another and to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Lighten our darkness, Lord we pray; and in your great mercy, defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of your only Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all, evermore. Amen.

HYMN

THE BLESSING

PSALM 122
1
I was glad when they said / unto / me : We will / go into the / house of the / Lord.

2
Our / feet shall stand in thy / gates : / O Je/rusalem.

3
Jerusalem is built as a / city: that is at / unity in it/self.

4
For thither the tribes go up, even the / tribes of the / Lord: to testify unto Israel, to give thanks / unto the / Name of the / Lord.

5
For there is the / seat of / judgement: even the / seat of the / house of / David.

6
O pray for the / peace of Je/rusalem : they shall / prosper that / love thee.

7
Peace be / within thy / walls : and / plenteousness with / in thy / palaces.

8
For my brethren and comp/anions' / sakes : I will / wish / thee / prosperity.

9
Yea, because of the house of the / Lord our / God: I will / seek to / do thee / good.

Glory be to the Father, and / to the / Son : and to the / Holy / Ghost : As it was in the beginning, is now, and / ever / shall be : world without / end. / A/men.

PSALM 150

1
O praise / God in his holiness : praise him in the / firmament / of his / power.

2
Praise him in his / noble / acts : praise him ac/cording to his / excellent / greatness.

3
Praise him in the / sound of the / trumpet : praise him up / on the / lute and / harp.

4
Praise him in the / cymbals and / dances : praise him upon the strings and pipe.

5
Praise him upon the / well-tuned / cymbals: praise him up / on the / loud / cymbals.

6
Let everything / that hath / breath : praise/ the / Lord.

Glory be to the Father, and / to the / Son : and to the / Holy / Ghost : As it was in the beginning, is now, and / ever / shall be : world without / end. / A/men.

PSALM 100

1
O BE joyful in the Lord / all ye / lands : serve the Lord with gladness, and come before his / presence / with a / song.

2
Be ye sure that the Lord / he is / God : it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves; we are his / people,  and the sheep of his / pasture.

3 O go your way into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his / courts with / praise : be thankful unto him, and / speak good / of his / Name.

4 For the Lord is gracious, his mercy is / ever/lasting : and his truth endureth from gene/ration to gene/ration.

Glory be to the Father, and / to the / Son : and to the / Holy / Ghost : As it was in the beginning, is now, and / ever / shall be : world without / end. / A/men.

NUNC DIMITTIS

1
LORD, now lettest thou thy servant de/part in / peace : ac/cording / to thy / word.

2 For mine eyes have / seen thy sal/vation,

3 Which thou hast prepared : before the / face of / all / people;

4
To be a light to / lighten the / Gentiles : and to be the / glory of thy / people / Israel.

Glory be to the Father, and / to the / Son : and to the / Holy / Ghost : As it was in the beginning, is now, and / ever / shall be : world without / end. / A/men.
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Alternative Form of Service for Meetings

THE CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD

OF CHURCH BELL RINGERS 
OPENING HYMN

Then the Priest says:

BRETHREN, we welcome you all, Ringers and Friends, to our Church today. In this service we shall thank God in psalms and hymns for the sound of the bells, rung from the Towers of the Diocese. We shall listen to God’s Word in Scripture. We shall pray for those who hear the bells, that they may respond in lives of service to Our Lord. We shall pray for ourselves, that God may bless the work of our hearts and minds, of our hands and eyes as we proclaim His message by the bells. Let us first kneel down and confess our sins to God and ask His forgiveness.

The Congregation kneels

Then Priest and People say together

THE CONFESSION

ALMIGHTY GOD, our heavenly Father,

We have sinned against thee,

Through our own fault,

In thought, and word, and deed,

And in what we have left undone.

Have mercy upon us;

Grant us true repentance;

And help us to amend our lives,

Through Jesus Christ our Saviour.

Amen.

The Priest says

THE ABSOLUTION

MAY the Almighty and merciful God forgive you your sins,

Strengthen you by his Spirit,

And bring you to life everlasting;

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Priest:

O Lord, open thou our lips;

People:

And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.

Priest:
O God, make speed to save us; 

People: 
O Lord, make haste to help us.

Then the Congregation stands

Priest:
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;

People:
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end Amen.

Priest:

Praise ye the Lord;

People:

The Lord’s name be praised.

Then is sung or said

PSALM 122

(See page 6)

or

PSALM 150

(See page 6)

The Congregation sits

THE LESSON

Then is read one of the following lessons: Numbers 10, verses 1-10;

or Isaiah 40, verses 1-11; or I Peter 3, verses 8-13; or if the service be held between Easter Sunday and Trinity Sunday, St. Matthew 28, verses 1-10.

The Congregation stands

PSALM 100

(See page 7)

or

NUNC DIMITTIS

(See page 6)
THE APOSTLES’ CREED

Priest:
I believe in God

Then Priest and People say together

I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty,

Maker of Heaven and earth:

and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,

Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,

Born of the Virgin Mary,

Suffered under Pontius Pilate,

Was crucified, dead, and buried,

He descended into hell;

The third day he rose again from the dead,

He ascended into heaven

And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;

From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost;

The Holy Catholic Church;

The Communion of Saints;

The Forgiveness of sins;

The Resurrection of the body;

And the Life everlasting. Amen.

The Congregation kneels

THE PRAYERS
Priest:
Let us pray to God our Father for the Officers of the Chester Diocesan Guild of Church Bell Ringers, for the Branch Officials and for the Tower Secretaries and Keepers, that God will bless and help them in all the work they do for the Guild, their Parishes and their Towers.

PAUSE FOR SILENT PRAYER
Priest:

Lord, hear our prayer:

People:

And let our cry come unto Thee.

Priest:
Let us pray for all who are called to the House of God by the sound of the Bells, that in the services of the Church they may praise God with joy for all His goodness and show forth His praise in their lives.

PAUSE FOR SILENT PRAYER
Priest:

Lord, hear our prayer:

People:

And let our cry come unto Thee.

Priest:
Let us pray for all sick and infirm people that they may find comfort and help in the sound of the Bells, and through them be drawn nearer to God.

PAUSE FOR SILENT PRAYER

Priest:

Lord, hear our prayer:

People:

And let our cry come unto Thee.

Priest:
Let us pray that all who ring may be joined together in fellowship and peace, and do their utmost to make the art of ringing a fitting instrument for the service of God.

PAUSE FOR SILENT PRAYER

Priest:

Lord, hear our prayer:

People:

And let our cry come unto Thee.

Priest:
Let us pray for ourselves that in word and deed we may serve our Lord faithfully and by our lives as well as by our ringing witness to His glory.

PAUSE FOR SILENT PRAYER

Priest:

Lord, hear our prayer:

People:

And let our cry come unto Thee.

Then Priest and People say together

GRANT, O LORD, that we may never be ashamed to confess the faith of Christ crucified, and manfully to fight under His banner against sin, the world, and the devil; and to continue Christ’s faithful soldiers and servants unto our life’s end. Amen.

Priest:
Let us gather up our prayers in the words of the Lord’s Prayer.

Then Priest and People say together

OUR FATHER, who art in heaven,

Hallowed be thy name;

Thy kingdom come;

Thy will be done;

On earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

As we forgive them that trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation;

But deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory,

For ever and ever. Amen.

The Congregation stands

HYMN

THE ADDRESS

HYMN

THE BLESSING
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